
Volunteer Info for Variety’s 

 
http://www.varietytexas.org/volunteer/ 

 
Peaceable Kingdom Retreat for Children was established in 1984 in memory of Charles Schreiner V, son of Mary 

Helen and Charlie Schreiner IV and grandson of Daurice and Jim Bowmer. Charles Schreiner V (also known as Baby 

Charlie) was born with a congenital heart defect, and after a courageous battle for almost a year, he passed away at the 

age of eleven months. Baby Charlie spent nearly all of his eleven months of life in the hospital and his grandparents 

wanted to create a place where children could get away from the hospital with their families for a few days and just be a 

part of nature. In 1984 the Bowmers started Baby Charlie’s Fishing Camp and they, along with Mary Helen and Charlie, 

brought children and their parents from nearby Scott & White Hospital to fish on the Lampasas River. 

The fishing camp grew, and the Bowmer family expanded and started what is now Peaceable Kingdom Retreat for 

Children on 120 acres adjacent to the Lampasas River just east of Youngsport. The retreat serves over 4,000 children 

with chronic illnesses and special needs each year. The children participate in three programs at the retreat: Summer 

Camp Program, Weekend Program or Environmental Education Program. In 1990 Peaceable Kingdom Retreat for 

Children merged with Variety, The Children’s Charity who offers financial assistance and services directly to children and 

organizations that serve children with special needs. It is now referred to as Variety’s Peaceable Kingdom Retreat for 

Children.  

 

There are opportunities to volunteer at the various camps for 
children with special needs (10 hour orientation required) or 
to provide other volunteer services. If you are under the age 
of 18, you will need a chaperone to be with you during your 
volunteer hours. 
 
 

http://www.varietytexas.org/volunteer/


 
If you would like to volunteer, either as an individual or as a 
group, please contact:  
 
Samantha Roberts, Volunteer Coordinator 
19051 Farm to Market 2484 

Killeen, TX 76542 

254-554-5555 
samanthar@varietytexas.org 
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